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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unlike many in positions of power in politics and science we geologists understand the importance of our science to securing energy supplies, to locating the minerals society needs and to sustaining our environment and the changes that our environment and climate are currently experiencing. But it seems our voices are too often small and not heard.  

If we want to make geology understood, is it any longer enough to sit independently in our offices across the world – where we may well be experts and well intentioned scientists but whose voices are seldom listened to and even less often understood. Wouldn’t we have a much greater chance if we joined our voices together …..If we want to be be heard then we are undoubtedly stronger as a team.

Whether we take action or not through the OneGeology proposal now, what OneGeology wants to achieve – to make accessible and join up geological map data across the globe – will happen at some point in the future. It may not be this decade or the next, but it will happen, its inevitable. Personally …. And I hope you share this too …. I want to be part of a generation who made it happen now! Not at some point in the future long after we retire. I’d like making geological map data available digitally across the world to be the legacy of our generation of geologists, not the next.  

We haven’t got any excuses - there are no real technical problems in making OneGeology happen. There are no insurmountable scientific problems. Even the financial problems do not have to be a real show-stopper if we give this project  priority. All of these challenges we can overcome if we put our collective minds to it. By acting locally and thinking locally we can make a difference.

I hope we can do that. I hope we can start on that this very week.  OneGeology can deliver a legacy I personally would like to look back on and say – I was associated with making that happen.   
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Case

Impact

Increasing data resolution
(possibly up to 1:50K)

More useful to clients

Incremental — not a
paradigm shift

Harmonising terms and
concepts (semantic
interoperability)

Adds value to national datasets
not originally there

National data becomes
internationally relevant

Consistent single global
geology data feed

ditto

ditto

Single simple licence
agreement allowing any use
of 1:1million for free

Increase usage of data. Clarity
for user and reassurance for
provider

Elimination of
barrier/ambiguity of use

Facilitate bilateral integration
with other science domains
(eg groundwater data or
beyond geoscience)

Societal problems are
multidisciplinary and 1G cannot
address alone

Broader more relevant
application of geological
data

Use geological units as a proxy
for a useful attribute (eg
alluvium for flood risk)

Facilitate application of geology
to societal issues

Geology seen to be more
relevant

Identify needs and forge
productive alliances with
relevant initiatives

Sharing best practice (eg
success of 1G as an
international consortium and
process)

Raises visibility and builds
partnerships




Extend and intensify technical
and knowledge exchange and
outreach activity in less well
developed countries

Global ﬁeed — and can make a
big difference

Synergistic — helps the
LWDC and 1G

Simple (157?) lithology legend
for all

Incomprehensibility of geclogy
data to user community
currently

Improves accessibility

Mobile/iPhone geospatial
application

1G needs to be accessible to
mobile users (and youth)

Very high communications
and PR value

Improved topographic base
layer

Greatly improves usability (and
addresses a constant complaint)

Geological data seen in
context

Cloud options for the
infrastructure

Individual participants share the
burden of the infrastructure
load

Distributed cost

Improve metadata content
and quality (including
persistent identifier)

Inability to cite and trace
content

Makes data and services
more sustainable

Involve the private and
academic sectors and
implement a crowd sourcing
portal

There have been many requests
over 4 years from these
communities

Makes more data available

Use portal to show location
(and link) of all IGC abstracts

Provide a geographic context
for abstracts

Increase profile of OneG
and IGC
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